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00 00 (Intro) 00 19 
 
00 19 My name is Efim Veniaminovich Perlitch. I was born in 1927, in town Malin, 

Zhitomir Region, Ukraine. (What did you do before the war?) 00 38 
 
00 38 I finished 7 grades of a secondary school right before the war. (What did you 

parents do?) My father was an electrician. He was a manager at a local 
electrical power plant. 00 54 

 
00 54 While a school student, I had temporary part time jobs there, working as a 

board operator on duty. That was a valuable experience: later I worked as an 
electrician on duty at “Barricades” artillery plant in Stalingrad. My job was to 
provide uninterrupted power supply. 01 18 

 
01 18 When I was off duty, they made every effort to locate me as soon as possible 

for such cases as power supply interruptions, or changing a fuse. It was very 
important, because without power supply everything stopped. 01 31 

 
01 31 So I was pretty tied up. (when the war began, what happened to you?) 

Everything started with evacuation. In June, ’41 I lost my parents during an 
air raid. We were on a train. The train left leaving me on my own, without 
livelihood. That was dreadful. 02 04 

 
02 04 I had to find myself a place to live. I joined retreating army units: I didn’t 

have any food or money. Joining the retreating army I got to Caucasus, 
where I got my first combat experience liquidating enemy’s motorized landing 
party. 02 33 

 
02 33 Unfortunately, I got surrounded along with a small military unit. We were 

about to be executed by shooting. However, we were lucky in that the 
shooting squad consisted of the Romanians. 02 47 

 
02 47 They were not as ferocious as the Germans. We were lined up with our backs 

to a trench. Luckily I knew a little German. When we were surrounded… 03 00 
 
03 00 An officer came up and said “Schliessen!” I told sergeant major, my unit 

commander that they were going to shoot us. He said “No way, why should 
they?” 03 17 

 
03 17 That was a motorized landing party trying to break through to Mineralnye 

Vody’s railways in order to stop oil supplies to the front. They decided to 
liquidate us. 03 33 

 
03 33 During the shooting… the sergeant major pushed me into the trench before 

they started… and after that he was wounded and fell on me. He got a pelvic 
wound, and he weighed me down with his body. The shooting was in the 
evening. 03 57 
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03 57 In the night I heard him breathing. I asked him: “Are you alive?” He said: “I 
am alive, but I’m wounded, I cannot move”. I said: “Let’s get out of the 
trench before the Germans come back”. 04 12 

 
04 12 He was a heavy guy, a Cossack. His leg didn’t work. He pushed forward with 

the other leg. I was pulling his arm to get him out of the trench and into a 
corn field. 04 26 

 
04 26 (How old were you?) I was 14 years old! I was a sturdy guy. I dragged him all 

the way through the night. When I pulled him out of the trench and into the 
corn field, he said: “Did you take a good look?” 04 42 

 
04 42 When the motorized landing party had approached us, he said to me: “Go 

with this soldier and stop them”. He gave us grenades and explained how to 
pull the starting mechanism out. 05 01 

 
05 01 “Go with the soldier to the field”, it was a farming area, “stop the landing 

party before they are 100 m away from us”. The landing party consisted of 
about 20 cyclists, covered vans, and artillery guns on 2 of the vans. 05 25 

 
05 25 Hiding in the corn field we managed to pelt the front cyclists with grenades 

and stir a commotion. While I was dragging him away, he said: “Let’s revenge 
upon them for our comrades whom they killed. There’s no other way for us to 
go”. 05 43 

 
05 43 It was in the night when he sent me to check out what was in those vans. I 

crawled there. I saw guards walking along the vans. I crawled into a van and 
found some barrels and straw baskets there. 06 07 

 
06 07 Being a boy, I took with me a straw basket. It turned out to be full of 

grenades. When I started getting out, I made a noise and right away I heard 
“Halt!” from the soldiers who ran up to me. 06 26 

 
06 26 I dived under the van. It was dark. They searched around with their lights 

and soon left. I crawled back, trying to locate my sergeant major. I found 
him. “What did you see?” “I saw barrels”. “What else?” “Here’s a basket”. He 
put his hand in: “These are grenades!” 06 52 

 
06 52 “We have to take a revenge! Let’s crawl up to the road and pelt them with 

grenades”. He still had his several grenades. He had fallen into the trench 
with his grenades on his belt. 07 12 

 
07 12 And so we crawled up. I was good at throwing grenades. I threw one at the 

first van. An explosion took place. It turned out there were fuel barrels inside 
the van. 07 29 

 
07 29 A big fire started. The Germans had been preparing for supper. Panic started. 

They started shooting at the bushes where we were hiding. Corncobs started 
falling down on us. 07 49 

 
07 49 He said: ”Let’s crawl back”. I dragged him all the way through the night until 

we found our units. I heard someone speaking Russian. And that was a 
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defence line. I underwent a long interrogation at the military unit.   They 
couldn’t understand where we had come from. 08 11 

 
08 11 The sergeant major’s condition allowed him to speak. He told them our story, 

but they didn’t believe him. They locked us up and sent reconnaissance men 
to check what had happened. 08 24 

 
08 24 The reconnaissance men came back at lunch time and reported that they saw 

broken vans and obviously a landing party had been there. They started to 
pursue, but didn’t find them. 08 36 

 
08 36 They survived and just left. After that he was hospitalized. He was a strong 

man. He stayed in the hospital for several days. The Germans were 
approaching… the front was approaching…08 54 

 
08 54 I was given a gun… To be honest, at 14 I couldn’t handle the gun. There 

weren’t light weight submachine guns available. I was given an artillery 
carbine. Besides, I asked to be given several grenades. 09 08 

 
09 08 I participated in that fight. We stopped… it wasn’t far from Mozdok. We 

stopped the Germans from advancing. They decided to send me away… They 
guessed that my parents went from there to Baku. 09 27 

 
09 27 They decided to send me away… I asked them not to, but all the same…they 

said: “You’re just 14; you have no business being here”. I must tell you it was 
very difficult for me. Later I had to fight on two fronts.   09 47 

 
09 45 The first one was fighting against the enemy. And the second one was 

fighting unit commanders. Older commanders used to say: “Why do you want 
to be here? You are so young and haven’t been around much. You may be 
killed any moment. Go look for your parents”. 10 01 

 
10 01 Finally, I ran away from that unit and ended up in Stalingrad. My aunt lived in 

Arkhangelsk (Mila’s note: Meaning Arkhangelskoye?). I decided to get to 
Archangelsk first. I got to Arkhangelsk. The location was called “Salskiye 
Peski”, or something, not sure. It was a railway branch line. 10 26 

 
10 26 The area was Mineralnye Vody, Arkhangelsk. I got to see her in Arkhangelsk. 

She said to me: “Your father is in Stalingrad, at “Barrikady” Plant. And so I 
got there. I went by Arkhangelsk-Stalingrad railway branch line. 10 49 

 
10 49 I found him in August. The Germans were still far away. The front was on the 

distant (100 km) approaches to the city. They gave me a job at the plant: 
that of an electrician on duty. 11 08 

 
11 08 When the Germans approached, the city party committee declared a state of 

siege and organized a people’s volunteer corps with plant’s workers. I got into 
the people’s volunteer corps, they admitted me there. Well it was boring 
there. 11 24 
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11 24 When the Germans approached and fights started in Stalingrad, I decided to 
run away from the people’s volunteer corps. I got to 40th rifle regiment. With 
them, I participated in the defence of Stalingrad. 11 42 

 
11 42 I was with them up till February, ’43 when the Germans were surrounded and 

captured. We performed an act of heroism there. I met some guys there. All 
the residents of Stalingrad had been evacuated to Beketovka, 15 km away 
from Stalingrad. 12 07 

 
12 07 The Germans didn’t approach and didn’t bombard that location. The guys I 

met hadn’t been evacuated, they stayed in Stalingrad. We organized a group: 
we were scouting looking for weapons. 12 20 

 
12 20 And so we performed an act of heroism. We saw 15 or 20 enemy’s small 

motorized tanks which looked as if they were armoured.  They approached 
the river bank, landed and started firing at the troops that were crossing the 
river Volga. 12 42 

 
12 42 We crawled up via communication trenches. We started throwing grenades at 

them. We made them fall down from the steep rock. There was an island in 
the middle of the river Volga, named Denezhny. Our artillery fired at that 
island. 13 04 

 
13 04 The artillery men were wondering who was there making the Germans fall 

from the steep rock. Eventually they found out that it was us. For that 
heroism, I was decorated with the Order of Red Star. 13 23 

 
13 23 My comrades were given medals too: Medal for Combat Merits, as far as I 

remember. In the Caucasus, when I was 14, I was awarded Medal for 
Courage. 13 34 

 
13 34  It all happened so hastily. But when I was given the medal certificate I saw 

that it wasn’t me. The name “Pavel” was written instead of “Fava”. 
“Veniaminovich”? Someone must have said: ”That’s “Ivanovich”. What do you 
mean “Ivanovich”? 13 57 

 
13 57 True, my year of birth was correct. And the surname was also correct. 

Although in my last name “Perlitch”, they replaced “tch” with “n”, so that my 
last name was spelled “Perlin”. 14 07 

 
14 07 I went to see the unit commander. “Listen, this isn’t me!”. “Do you have any 

ID?” All I had was a Komsomol ID (I joined the Komsomol after finishing 7th 
grade). “Here’s my Komsomol ID”. “You know we are not going to re-write it. 
Later, later”. But later they got rid of me. 14 33 

 
14 33 They wanted to turn me out, but I ran away. Later I reinstated my identity 

through the court. In ’52 I changed my name. That was a casus. (Where did 
you fight after Stalingrad?) 14 56 

 
14 56 After Stalingrad I looked for my brother. It turned out… when I was in North 

Caucasus, I was in 665 rifle regiment, 216 division. A soldier there…I told him 
that I was looking for my brother. 15 15 
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15 15 He graduated from an infantry college, in the last letter I received from him, 

he wrote that he had stayed in Caucasus, he was in a military unit in Tuapse 
area. 15 27 

 
15 27 The man asked me: “Is his last name Perlitch? What is his first name?” 

“Isaac, and he’s a lieutenant”. “I knew him. I was in the same infantry 
college”. I go: “Where can I find him?” “Search the coast: all the graduates of 
the college were sent to High Command reserve”. 15 53 

 
15 53 His unit was transferred to a port town before I got there. The Kunikov’s 

command. After the stroke I have memory problems. What was the port 
town’s name? 16 18 

 
16 18 (Novorossiysk?) Exactly, Novorossiysk! Kunikov’s brigade. When I came there 

I was told…I knew his unit number, the platoon, he was a platoon 
commander. When I asked around, I was told that his unit was transferred to 
the Crimea.16 46 

 
 16 46 I was kept there for a while. I wasn’t admitted to paratroopers. I started 

tracing him illegally, asking around about his unit and all. True, everything 
was confidential. There was no way saying unit numbers. 17 07 

 
17 07 I was asked about his army post office number. I said I didn’t know. Well to 

make my story short, I did find my brother, rather I found his grave. It was in 
Krasnoperekopsk. The year was ’43. 17 21 

 
17 21 He was buried in a common grave in Krasnoperekopsk. His first and last 

names were inscribed on the tombstone. His rank was senior lieutenant. 
Afterwards my mother received a letter about his death. 17 38 

 
17 38 The letter also said that he had been buried in village Berezhny near 

Krasnoperekopsk, if I’m not mistaken. Memory problems. Well, take into 
account my age. 17 53 

 
17 53 After the liberation of the Crimea my unit was sent to Donbass and Kharkov 

area. In Barvenkovo near Kharkov I was wounded in the right shoulder.  I 
was hospitalized… I have a paper from the hospital…12/17 hospital, I’m not 
sure. 18 21 

 
18 21 I remember the medical/sanitary battalion number: it was #77. I wasn’t 

recognized there, they tried to transfer me to a municipal hospital which had 
been opened by that time: I didn’t have a rank or a uniform. 18 38 

 
18 38 I have a photo of myself in some room. (Shuffles papers) (We’ll take a look at 

it later)19 01 
 
19 01 I have a photo. Here’s one taken here, in Montreal. (Shows photo). (We’ll 

take a look at it later). (Shuffles papers). It was someplace here, I don’t know 
where it is now. (later). I brought some documents with me. 19 17 
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19 17 My military epic story ended in July, ’43. True, in November Kiev was 
liberated. I had been a Kiev resident. I got to Kiev where I went through 
medical treatment. My right hand fingers were Ok, but I wasn’t able to do any 
lifting. 19 45 

 
19 45 That was how I shook hands with people. Even with saluting… I was told: “If 

you cannot use your right hand, do it with your left one”. I got a discharge on 
medical grounds. 20 03 

 
20 03 When I turned 17, I went to the military commissariat. I wished to go to the 

war again. I went through a medical commission procedure. I have a 
document from the military commissariat. I was considered as “not fit” for 
military service with a stamp in my ID “Not subject to military service”. 20 18 

 
20 18 They told me: “We are transferring your file to social security department. 

They will look after you. You are entitled to some benefits from them”. I 
enrolled with and later graduated from Railway Transportation College. I was 
sent to North Caucasus. 20 37 

 
20 37 There was an electrification project going on in Samtredia-Poti followed by 

Tbilisi-Moscow electrification project where I was involved as a foreman. After 
that I enrolled in a correspondence/part time program at the Polytechnic 
Institute. 20 55 

 
20 55 I was transferred from Trans-Caucasian railways to South-West railways. I 

was involved in the railway branch construction at Kiev-Boyarka. After that I 
was sent to work on Electrification project at Tbilisi-Moscow railway branch. 
21 15 

 
21 15 I used to work in field environment. (Do you remember the Victory Day?) 

(Laughs) I was in a rally on the Victory Day. It was in Kiev, I remember that 
very well. I remember the Victory Day very well. It was tragic too, because 
my brother was dead  -- killed  in the war. 21 37 

 
21 37 Later we received a notification (of his death) and a letter from the Ministry of 

Defences about his exclusion from the officers’ staff. It felt like a mix of  
tragedy and celebration. 21 51 

 
21 51 Afterwards I served in military organizations: Ministry of Military and Navy 

enterprises and VEM-3 (Military electrical mounting). I had graduated as an 
electrical engineer. I was in military industry all the time. 22 08 

 
22 08 I married a woman there who worked as a specialized department manager/ 

personnel manager. She put me on special reservation. When my hand…At 
the age of 25 I was able to lift my right arm. 22 29 

 
22 29 I wanted to be in military service. However I was on reservation. She didn’t 

let me… after we got married she didn’t let me go to retraining. When I 
graduated from the Institute I was given the rank of lieutenant. 22 44 
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22 44 And all the time I… the regional military commissariat was complaining that 
its plan for retraining was failing through. However she managed to keep me 
from going there. 22 57 

 
22 57 Her rank was KGB lieutenant. So my wife was a KGB officer, although I felt 

negative in regards to KGB. That’s how my life was. (Your awards) 23 12 
 
23 12 I have medals “For Courage” and “Red Start” and a few medals for liberation: 

“Liberation of the Crimea”, “Liberation of Kiev”. Afterwards I was given many 
commemorative anniversary medals. 23 31 

 
23 31 I have about 20 commemorative anniversary medals. (Did you sense 

oppression as a Jew?). Sorry? (Repeats) No, I didn’t. I didn’t. I occupied… I 
was given such positions…I was even wondering how come…23 52 

 
23 52 I had friends and co-workers working for serious military enterprises... They 

weren’t admitted… while I was never touched….,maybe because my wife 
was…she was very energetic…I was admitted to the so-called  (inaudible)…24 
16 

 
24 16 I wasn’t allowed to meet foreigners, or travel abroad. By the way when I 

became a construction engineer I was involved in many interesting projects. 
One of them was construction of Israeli embassy. 24 33 

 
24 33 It was in Lesya Ukrainka Street in Kiev. I protected the building with concrete 

blocks. I didn’t charge for it. I was a boss there. I had great possibilities. They 
invited me to come to Israel. I couldn’t accept the invitation. My wife didn’t 
let me go. 24 49 

 
24 49 She used to say: “You shouldn’t…”. When relatives came, I didn’t meet with 

them, the relatives from New York, USA. (Did you undergo oppression during 
the war?) No, I didn’t. I was taken care of and spared. I was a good-looking 
kid. 25 08 

 
25 08 I’m going to show you my photo of later years… See? (Shows photo). I’ll tell 

you what: I looked like Raikin. I had a grey lock… terrible! My sister can tell 
you…I drove a car, we came into a small village… everyone was like: “Look, 
Raikin, Raikiin!”. 25 37 

 
25 37 I dyed the lock. It was too bad. You can see it in a photo from Chernobyl. 

(Tell us how you ended up in Chernobyl). In ’86… my son’s mother-in-law 
lived in village Ivankovo near Chernobyl. 26 03 

 
26 03 She called me at 4 or 5 in the morning. She said something horrible was 

going on. A lot of cars and trucks were coming in that direction. Something 
terrible happened. I used to come to work as early as 8 am. 26 20 

 
26 20 I had a call from the district party committee: “As a manager, you are to 

report at the city party committee”. I went there. I got an assignment right 
away: to go to restoration works with a group of at least 50 men. They were 
without electrical power supply. 26 41 
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26 41 I was an electrician. And so I came to Chernobyl. Oh my God! It was horrible! 
The residents were being evacuated. I saw deserted houses and stray kettle 
and dogs, cats and cows.         27 05 

 
27 05 It was hard to watch it. I was assigned 2 tasks. First of all it was in the spring 

with high level of water. I was sent to Ukrburvod to provide lowering of the 
water level. They were afraid that underground waters would reach as far as 
Belarus and other places. 27 26 

 
27 26 Underground construction team was also assigned to work on the task. They 

were my general contractors. They were to undermine the 4th nuclear 
radiator. They needed electrical power supply. We provided temporary 
electrical power supply. 27 48 

 
27 48 And the second task was to provide water. The Dnieper water tower was not 

operating. Radiation got into it. Kiev was left without water. They organized a 
floating electric power station on the river Desna. 28 807 

 
28 07 They needed high power supplies. We rapidly provided a 35 KW line there. 

We worked day and night. Afterwards we started working on constructing 
deactivation stations. 28 24 

 
28 24 Radiation level was just horrible! Yellow flags were everywhere. When I 

worked in the night time, everything was glowing: the kettle was glowing! 
However there weren’t people left there. And what about our poor soldiers 
militia men and fire fighters! Oh my God! 28 47 

 
28 47 They suffered big losses. We were afraid of them, although we too caught 

radiation doses. We were afraid to come close to them. People were afraid to 
come close to me too! 28 58 

 
28 58 My office car, all the vehicles were written off later, despite our trying to 

restore them by removing the paint. Everything was subject to liquidation. I 
lost many guys – my subordinates. 29 15 

 
29 15 I had selected young red-cheeked guys, robust too. Many of them passed 

away; half of 50 men personnel – 25 men passed away. I was at their 
funerals while still in Kiev. 29 31 

 
29 31 They died a slow death. Some of them went through limb amputation, oh my 

God! What a dreadful tragedy! It was more horrible than the war. When at 
war you saw your enemy, while here you didn’t. 29 45 

 
29 45 An invisible death it was. Me too, as an electrician who had worked in 

Chernobyl, I got to the Anti-radiation protection centre. They administered 
protectors to me, but nothing helped. 30 09 

 
30 09 I got endocrine disorder followed by a stroke. I still feel the consequences 

living here in Canada. I have recently undergone a heart surgery, 7 months 
ago. I now have new blood vessels. 30 28 
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30 28 I had a poor mobility. I ended up in Montreal just because I was told right 
away that I wasn’t to be in some of Ukraine’s regions. (Crying) Half the 
Ukraine! The places where I was born and grew up! (Crying). 30 46 

 
30 46 My son works in Canada. He is a high class specialist. He found out and came 

to take me with him right away. He took me from the hospital. I had almost 
no mobility. He took me to Canada in an ambulance airplane. 31 02 

 
31 02 I am so grateful to Canada. (Cries). My mobility was restored here. They took 

such a good care of me! But even 10 years later radiation got to me. My 
blood vessels turned out to be in a very poor condition. 31 25 

 
31 25 I had to go through an operation of bypassing 4 blood vessels in my leg. I 

ended up living in such a wonderful country. (Does the young generation 
know about Jewish heroism in WWII?) 31 54 

 
31 54 You know, on every Victory Day, Mark, our President goes to Russian-

speaking schools, where I make presentations. I can see how surprised those 
kids are, surprised that at the age of 14 I was a soldier. 32 23 

 
32 23 I can’t imagine…And so it was in Chernobyl, where having many assistants, I 

did everything myself. It was a stupid patriotism, you see? I had always made 
an effort to be at the frontline. 32 44  

 
32 44 To be at the front! (last question: do you consider yourself a hero after all 

you’ve been through?) Sometimes I have doubts whether I acted the right 
way. Why did I do what I did? 33 08 

 
33 08 I’ll tell you what. 3 men in my family: father and brother went to the war. I 

stayed with my little sister, mother and grandmother, see? I couldn’t…Even 
when my arm didn’t work I made request after request to go to the army. 33 
30 

 
33 30 I made every effort to get to a military unit in order to have revenge. My 

childhood and youth were outraged. I got old too soon. That’s how my life 
passed. At the age of 85 I make an effort to be of help to my family. 34 00 

 
34 00 I grow a kitchen garden, I log firewood for my son’s fireplace. All my life I try 

to be a worthy person. I have always done good deeds. When occupying 
high-rank positions, I helped people getting jobs, getting… you know 
admittance to universities. 34 31 

 
34 31 Especially being a Jew! The Rector of Kiev University told me: “Listen, stop it. 

I cannot refuse your requests, you’re building for me. But please stop it. I 
have been reprimanded for admitting minority students to the University”. 34 
53 

 
34 53 I used to help out those who weren’t admitted. I have raised a very talented 

son. Such a big talent! He graduated from the school with a gold medal. 
When a student at the Civil Aviation Institute he was awarded the Lenin 
grant. He is a strong mathematician and a talented musician. 35 13 
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35 13  He is a good man. I lost my wife, a WWII veteran. My son is devoted to me, 
he values me. (Thank you) 35 54  

 
975 5153 
Duration 1:17 
 
00 00  I know what old age is. As a young guy I was a soccer player. As a railway 

transportation college student, I played for the Ukraine’s Locomotive soccer 
team. I was a soccer player. I appreciate that experience now. I was a 
rigorous person before I got a stroke. But as for now…0034 

 
00 34 I have a poor mobility. Parts of my muscles were removed from here (shows). 

They took 4 blood vessels out of my legs. Old age is old age. Can you see my 
eyes? (Thank you)  1:17     

         
            
 
End of interview 
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