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Rozenshtein 1 
Duration 10:40 
 
00:00 (Interviewer) Mikhail, please introduce yourself. 00:10 
 
00:10 (Rozenshtein) Aha, I was born… (Interviewer) Introduce yourself. 00:19 
 
00:19 Um… my last n… um… my first name is Mikhail, my father’s name was Aaron, 

and my last name is Rozenshtein. I was born in settlement Norinsk, Ovruch 
district, Zhitomir region. 00:51 

 
00:51 I don’t know what else to say… (Interviewer asks questions) 01:05 
 
01:05 Before the war… I was named after my grandfather…during the war he was 

murdered. He used to go on business to Ovruch, which was a district centre. 
Someone told me what happened. He used to go with a soldier who served… 
um…how should I put it correctly…he served… he was against the Czar, 
etc….02:04 

 
02:04 He was someone that you may call a Leninist. He used to go with him. So the 

soldier was murdered and… to cover it up… he was murdered too. 02:17 
 
02:17 (Interviewer) What did your parents do before the war? 02:19 
 
02:19 My grandfather, along with my mama and papa, had a big grocery store, a 

clothing store… a grocery store…um…they had a big house…it was called a 
Krechma [Translator: Probably Korchma) or something like that, I don’t 
remember exactly… like some kind of a hotel. 02:49 

 
02:49 And so they were there. When the revolution broke out, and the authorities 

forced people to join kolkhozes, he was afraid of being arrested and sent to 
an exile to Solovki or even further…03:10 

 
03:10 And so they left… I had been born earlier…it was in the ‘30s’ and I had been 

born in ’22… in 1922. And so they had to leave… at that time the location was 
in Nikolaevskaya oblast, Ukraine. 03:37 

 
03:37 Currently it’s Khersonskaya oblast. Jewish kolkhozes were being organized 

there. Our place was called Stalindorf… Kalinindorf district. There was also 
Stalindorf district there. 04:00 

 
04:00 Everything was Jewish there. When I was a little kid living in Ukraine, I spoke 

Ukrainian and Yiddish at home; but after we moved there, I forgot Ukrainian. 
We lived there for 6 years. 04:21 

 
04:21 While living there, we mostly spoke Yiddish because the place and everything 

was Yiddish there. 04:28 
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04:28 (Interviewer) Did you go to school there? 04:30 (Rozenshtein) Yes, I did. Our 
sector was called sector 19; and sector 23 was not very far from ours; that 
was where my school was. 04:50 

 
04:50 (Interviewer) Up to what grade? 04:52 
 
04:52 (Rozenshtein) Up to grade 4. I finished my grade 4 there. Afterwards I went 

to a school in sector 6. 05:05 
 
05:05 (Interviewer) How many grades had you finished before the war? 05:09 
 
05:09  (Rozenshtein) I had finished grade 7. 05: 14 
 
05:14 (Interviewer) How old were you when the war broke out? 05:15 
 
05:15 (Rozenshtein) I was… 7 grade… when I lived there…um… ah…Jewish… 

Kolkhoz…that was where I finished grade 7. Ah, wait a minute…Yes, and then, 
we went… in ’36 we left there. 05:41 

 
05:41 So, and I… father, mother, they left and went to a rural area where we had 

lived…so, I stayed in Ovruch district because there was a 10 grade… Jewish 
school…and I had to…I had studied in Yiddish… 06:04 

 
06:04 I had finished there… already… 7 grades…and afterwards, in ’38 all Jewish 

schools were closed. And in general, the Jews were not treated well at that 
time; in fact, the Jews were mistreated. 06:24 

 
06:24 And I had to move to my parents… I went there…I left Ovruch, the district 

centre. And I went to this… to my parents… I had to enter a Ukrainian school, 
but I had forgotten the Ukrainian language. 06:40 

 
06:40 I didn’t speak Ukrainian. I had difficulties with my studies at school, etc. 

However, I… I… again… I had to go back to grade 7. I had finished grade 7 at 
the Jewish school. However, to make the transition easier, I entered grade 7 
in a Ukrainian school. 07:12 

 
07:12 (Interviewer asks question) How many grades did you finish there? 07:16 
 
07:16 (Rozenshtein) I finished grade 10. 07:20 
 
07:20 (Interviewer) (Rozenshtein) I finished grade 10 with a Certificate of 

Achievements. (Interviewer) Where were you in ’41? 07:32 
 
07:32 (Rozenshtein) In ’41 I was in settlement Norinsk, Ovruch district. 

(Interviewer) Did they call you to be drafted to the army? (Rozenshtein) That 
was already… a district… Ovruch district…I was called… I finished grade 10… 
07:58 

 
07: 58 I was called to the district centre, where every youth…boys were sent to 

Kharkov. Besides, we had to walk to Kharkov! We walked all the way from 
Norinsk, Ovruch district to Kharkov. 08:17 
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08:17 We walked through the woods and otherwise, and that was how we reached 
Kharkov, on foot! While already in Kharkov…there was an escort…that was 
how it was organized…they escorted us there because the boys… many of 
them went back. 08:40 

 
08:40 Especially the Ukrainians. The Jews had to go all the way to the end. In 

Kharkov… in Kharkov… we were… through the military commissariat, sent to 
Tallinn, to Tallinn. That was the Tallinn Infantry College. 09:10 

 
09:10 At that time I was sick, I had an infection, my right ear… there was a 

discharge from my right ear. Of course, I reported that I had a discharge from 
my right ear. 09:26 

 
09:26 I was sent to a comprehensive medical examination. Long story short, I was 

discharged from there, and I went to the unit. I don’t remember what the unit 
was and where it was located. 09:37 

 
09:37 Afterwards, I don’t remember what year it was, I was sent to LATUSA – 

Leningrad  Artillery Technical College for Anti-aircraft Artillery which was 
located in Tomsk. I studied at that college all the time. 10:11 

 
10:11 That was during my army service. Afterwards, when the Germans were 

approaching Moscow, as far as I remember, we, young guys, were sent to 
some place in Tyumen… Tyumen 10:40 

 
10:40 
End of file 
 
Rozenshtein 2 
Duration 11:58 
 
00:00 (Interviewers ask questions) 00:14 
 
00:14 Well, I studied at the Anti-Aircraft Artillery College (LATUSA). We were sent, 

young guys, were sent… we were… All the time we were considered to be in 
the army…we were sent to Moscow, to Moscow area… 00:47 

 
00:47 The location was called Steikovo. In Zvenigorod, in Steikovo,… as far as I 

remember I finished in Zvenigorod…um… that college… they  trained us to 
become sergeants. 01:09 

 
01:09 I finished the college and was given a sergeant’s rank. Afterwards we were 

sent to airborne troops, and I served in airborne troops all the time during the 
war. 01:28 

 
01:28 We used to jump with parachutes; I had 25 jumps with parachutes. Besides, 

we used to fold the parachutes ourselves. There was a special instructor to 
supervise the way we folded our parachutes, making sure we did it correctly. 
01:50 
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01:50 There were incidents when soldiers didn’t fold their parachutes the right way… 
during the training period…they were diving with parachutes, the parachutes 
didn’t open and they died. 02:04 

 
02:04 There were many accidents like that. Well, yes… in airborne troops… when we 

were sent… I served… um… in 1st platoon, I was a detachment commander, 
machine-gun company. 02:27 

 
02:27 So, it was 1st platoon, um…machine-gun company, 4th battalion. And 4th 

battalion was part of 2nd airborne brigade. Brigade commander’s name was… I 
put it down to remember, otherwise I forget lots of things… (Interviewer) 
Don’t worry, we’ll find. (Rozenshtein) …well, his name was Golofast, 
lieutenant colonel Golofast. 02:57 

 
02:57 The battalion commander’s name was Skorichenko. My platoon commander’s 

name was… I forgot the company commander’s name…his name was Indyk, 
Those men were not Jewish, of course. 03:17 

 
03:17 (Interviewers) What happened to you? Tell us about the most memorable 

episodes and battles. Do you remember Kursk or Warsaw or Moscow battles? 
03:28 

 
03:28 (Rozenshtein) No, I don’t. No… I... don’t remember. I served… first of all, only 

strong and healthy men were selected for the service in airborne troops. 
Mostly men from the Far East and Siberia served in those troops. 03:49 

 
03:49 I was…based on my health condition…. At that time…I didn’t have any 

problems with my ear, there was no discharge from my ear. It healed ok. To 
swim across Volga… Earlier I had been able to swim across the river Volga, 
prior to that. 04:08 

 
04:08 (Interviewer) Were you an athlete? (Rozenshtein) I was physically fit, I was a 

very healthy man, because, prior to my service in the airborne troops, I… we 
had swam… we had been on the bank of the river Volga… 04:24 

 
04:24 Oh no, we were already in the airborne troops (VDV). We used to swim 

across… we were in the woods all the time…we used to move around all the 
time, we had never stayed in one place for a long time. 04:39 

 
04:39 (Interviewer) Why were you in the woods? (Rozehshtein)  I don’t know about 

that. That was how it was. (Interviewer) What was the purpose  of jumping 
down from airplanes? 04:50 

 
04:50 (Rozenshtein) Oh, that was for the purpose of training, that was all for 

training. If you dive with a parachute, and accidentally… suppose, you see 
that you are approaching a house, right? 05:05 

 
05:05 You need to know what to do to avoid a fatal landing. There may be chances 

of landing and hitting your head on the house, and that’s it, you are dead. 
You are supposed to jump with your feet forward, and use your feet to push 
off. 05:18 
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05:18 (Interviewer) From the house? (Rozenshtein) Yes, from the house. Only push 
off with your feet. That’s how you secure a safe jump, falling on the ground 
instead of a house. 05:25 

 
05:25  (Interviewers ask questions) (Rozenshtein) Yes, I had jumps, all of them are 

considered military. (Interviewer) (Rozenshtein) Yes, those were practice 
jumps with a gun. 05:47 

 
05:47 I jumped with a gun. I was in a machine-gun company. We jumped with a 

gun. At first, we jumped from a so called springboard so that we could 
practice jumps from a high position. 06:09 

 
06:09 Afterwards we jumped with parachutes; we folded them ourselves and 

jumped. (Interviewer) (Rozenshtein) Afterwards, in ’44…we were sent to an 
airdrome. Our battalion was ordered to make a landing some place we didn’t 
know. 06:45 

 
06:45 We were given a D-ration, including bread, etc., well how to say… I forgot 

what it was called…and alcohol too. And we met the glider pilot. We were to 
fly aboard a glider. 07:16 

 
07:16 I had had some previous experience flying aboard gliders. We were ordered 

to fly aboard a glider, our machine-gun team, I was a detachment 
commander. Our team… our team was to be aboard a glider.07:36 

 
07:36 There were 7… 4 teams, 1st detachment, 2nd detachment, 3rd and 4th… 3rd and 

4th detachments if I am not mistaken, right? So we… my machine-gun team… 
at first we had, same as before, a heavy machine-gun. 08:00 

 
08:00 Later, they took away the heavy machine-guns and replaced them with more 

or less modern weapons. At that time we had a hand machine-gun instead of 
a heavy machine-gun. 08:13 

 
08:13 (Interviewer) Did you shoot at the Germans with those machine-guns? 

(Rozenshtein) The thing is, I didn’t. We were taken to… what is it called… 
um…the airdrome. We were there all the time. We met the glider pilot, etc. 
08:38 

 
08:38   We were expecting… any minute…an order would come in to fly and make a 

landing. But only in the morning… all night we waited… only in the early 
morning an order came in to cancel the landing. 08:56 

 
08:56 The reason was this. Prior to us… someone had jumped… I don’t remember… 

some 10th battalion… they also had jumped there…and many of them had 
gotten… the local people had told the Germans… 09:15 

 
09:15 Long story short…many men had been killed there…etc…That was the reason 

our landing was cancelled and we stayed where we were. Afterwards we had 
to give back the D-ration. 09:32 

 
09:32 (Interviewer) So you were not in combat action, were you? (Rozenshtein) 

Right, it turned out that way. Our… our… how to say…(Interviewer) Battalion… 
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(Rozenshtein) … our brigade… was in combat action at the front line, but 
personally I wasn’t. But because… when I moved here…we had… when we 
were leaving the Soviet Union… 10:04 

 
10:04 They took away all the documents… everything…I didn’t have anything…So, 

here, I applied… I wrote a letter…to Moscow… archives…the Military Archives, 
right? And they send to me personally, um to local authorities… um … a letter 
came…10:39 

 
10:39 …saying that I personally was in the troops, etc. etc. And our troops were 

involved in combat action, etc… against the Germans. That is why, the 
Canadian authorities recognized my status… (Interviewere) As a veteran… 
(Rozenshtein) …as a WWII veteran. 11:03 

 
11:03 And I started receiving… here…kind of… all the privileges, etc. That was how it 

was. 11:15 
 
11:15 (Interviewer) Do you have any other was memories?11:27 
 
11:27 What kind of memories? First of all, we served at such a time that we didn’t 

stay long in one place. We were on the move all the time… this and that…all 
the time training and training…um…11:43 

 
11:43 We practiced folding parachutes and jumping. We practiced all the time. 

(Interviewer) When did you enrol in the training program, in ’42 or ‘43? 11:58 
 
11:58 
End of file 
 
Rozenshtein 3 
Duration 9:29 
00:00 (Interviewer) Where were you prior to ’43? (Rozenshtein) As I mentioned, 

first I studied at LATUSA…(Interviewer) Sergeants’ school? (Rozenshtein) No, 
prior to the Sergeants’ school,…I was sent from Kharkov to Tomsk…ah, I have 
forgotten…00:32 

 
00:32 Artillery… (Interviewer) From ’41 to ’43 you were at one school, where you 

studied to become a sergeant; and later… (Rozenshtein) In Thyumen… in 
Tyumen… (Interviewer) from ’43 to ’45 (Rozenshtein) And then I was at 
LATUSA, Leningrad…um…00:53 

 
00:53 (Interviewer) What did you do after the war? Did you stay in the army? 

(Rozenshtein) I… yes, I was in the army then, of course, all the time in the 
army! I was demobilized in ’46. 01:15 

 
01:15 After the demobilisation from the army I went home, to my home town. 

(Interviewer) Odessa? (Rozenshtein) No, Ovruch District… Ovruch. 
(Interviewer) Is it close to Kiev? (Rozenshtein) It’s approximately 200 km 
away from Kiev, if you take a shortcut way through the woods. 01:38 

 
01:38 And in general, the way to Kiev goes through Ovruch, Korosten, then from 

Korosten to Zhitomir, and then directly from Zhitomir to Kiev.  01:53 
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01:53 (Interviewer) What did you do after the war? (Rozenshtein) After the war I 

worked… what is it called? A manager… a manager… at first… I was a 
warehouse manager at MVD (Ministry of Interior)… MVD…02:18 

 
02:18 There were prisoners there… those who had been convicted, etc. so I was 

there…afterwards I was transferred to the position of a supplies boss …there… 
it’s called… I’ve forgotten…02:34 

 
02:34 Chos… or chos… whatever… (Interviewer) What did you do in the MVD? 

(Rozenshtein) As I said…um… something like… a supplies boss, it’s called 
“Chos”. 02:51 

 
02:51 (Interviewer) What was MVD, was it a camp where the Germans were kept? 

(Rozenshtein) No, they were Russians; the prisoners were Russians… in 
Russia…03:03 

 
03:03 Yes, at that time … a person goes to a kitchen garden… picking up…after the 

vegetables had been picked up… and all…for picking up 3 or 4 
potatoes…people were convicted and put in jail etc. 03:22 

 
03:22 Those were local people…serving short terms in jail…those who… well… I… ask 

your questions… 03:38 
 
03:38 (Interviewer) What was after you worked for MVD? (Rozenshtein) Ah… after 

that…yes… after that… I… where did I…um… in Norinsk…in Norinsk…there was 
a gravel factory there.03:59 

 
03:59 That was a big factory, one of many factories of the kind. Well, so I was 

there…at first I was a shipping and forwarding agent…afterwards I was 
assigned to a post of a supplies boss… I was transferred from shipping and 
forwarding agent’s position to a supplies boss’ one. 04:22 

 
04:22 I was the supplies boss all the time there, at that factory. (Interviewer) … in 

that small town? (Rozenshtein) Yes, in that small town. I was already… 
there… I was respected by everyone there etc. um…04:37 

 
04:37 I was elected, despite my being Jewish, I was elected factory’s trade union 

leader. I occupied that position for a few years. Afterwards, I even was a 
party organization secretary, at the same factory. 04:57 

 
04:57 Well… afterwards… (Interviewer) You got married, had kids? (Rozeshtein) 

Yes, I got married, and we had kids. Well... we went to Kishinev… I… we 
moved from Norinsk to Kishinev. 05:22 

 
05:22 I lived there… I lived in Kishinev for 15 years. Later, there was a chance to 

evac… to leave Kishinev and move to another country. It was easier to move 
from there than…05:35 

 
05:35 (Interviewer) What did you do in Kishinev? (Rozenshtein) In Kishinev? I was 

transferred there thanks to my connections. I was… I worked… in 
construction… I forgot what it was called.05:57 
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05:57 (Interviewer) A factory? (Rozenshtein) No, it was a construction company. 

(Interviewer) A trust? (Rozenshtein) No, the company subordinated to a trust. 
06:17 

 
06:17 (Interviewer) What did you learn during the war, did you see or hear 

anything? Or were you isolated? 06:26 
 
06:26 (Rozenshtein) During the war… we were…all the time… long story short…all 

the time training… we didn’t hear any special stories…(Interviewer specifies 
the question) 06:47 

 
06:47 (Rozenshtein) All we saw was what was going on inside of our brigade. That 

was what we did. 06:56 
 
06:56 (Interviewer) You didn’t see a combat action at the front line or what? 

(Rozenshtein) Well, I…at the airdrome… we were expected to make a 
landing…we wanted to go for a landing… it turned out the landing was 
cancelled in the early morning. 07:15 

 
07:15 (Interviewer) Where were you when the war ended? 07:19 
 
07:19 (Rozenshtein) Some place near Leningrad, I don’t remember exactly… near 

Leningrad. Well… I… was through with the war in ’46. I continued my army 
service after the war ended in ’45. 07:38 

 
07:38 (Interviewer) What did you do in ’45-’46 when you did your army service? 

07:44 
 
07:44 (Rozenshtein) I was in the army. (Interviewer) What did you do? 

(Rozenshtein) Same stuff... what do you mean what I did? I was um…we 
continued our training… continued doing same stuff…jumping from a plane, 
etc. etc… 08:01 

 
08:01 (Interviewer) Why did you continue training after the war ended? 08:09 
 
08:01 (Rozenshtein) Currently there’s no war, however they still…08:16 
 
08:16 (Interviewer) Were you under impression that they trained you to have a 

further army career? 08:22 
 
08:22 (Rozenshtein) I was… I was offered to stay in the army for an extended 

service. I wasn’t interested in an extended service and went for a civilian’s 
life. 08:31 

 
08:31 (Interviewer) Were your ma and pa still alive? 08:35 
 
08:35 (Rozenshtein) Um… papa was alive, mama had passed away in ’38 before the 

war. (Interviewer) Did you brothers come back from the war? 08:46 
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08:46 (Rozenshtein) No, my brother… was killed… he was my senior…I don’t 
remember the year he was born, he was born in ’18 or…(interviewer) Where 
did he serve? 08:58 

 
08:58 He… um… was a private soldier… as far as I know… (Interviewer) Were you in 

touch with him? (Rozenshtein) We wrote to each other at that time prior to 
the war… As soon as the war started I went, immediately, to um… the army. 
09:19 

 
09:19 And our correspondence stopped. 09:23 
 
09:23 (Interviewers wrap up the interview) 09:29   
 
 
End of interview 
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