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Anatoly Swartsman 1 
Duration 00:41 
 
00 00 (Please begin) I am Anatoly Arnoldovich Swartsman. I was born on November 

23, 1926 in Odessa. 00 12   
 
00 12 And so the war broke out. We were just boys. We watched the planes flying. 

We thought our troops were on manoeuvres. Nobody knew that the war had 
begun. 00 22 

 
00 22 And so we watched the planes flying. We lived in Moldavanka area, an 

Odessa’s suburb. It was called Moldavanka. 00 31 
 
00 31 The airplanes flew over the sea port. They started bombarding the port. 

That’s how we knew the war had started. 00 40 
 
00 40 (Wait a second)  00 41  
 
End of file 
 
Anatoly Swartsman 2 
Duration 18:54 
 
00 00 Do I go on? And so the war broke out. Everyone stopped going to school. I 

had only finished my 5th grade. And so our hardships started. We were 
evacuated from Odessa to Novorossiysk. 00 21 

 
00 21 Afterwards we moved from Novorossiysk (background noise) to North 

Caucasus. Wherever we moved to, the Germans were expected to invade 
soon after. Eventually we were sent to Central Asia. 00 42 

 
00 42 We ended up on “Communism” Farm, Shafrikansky District. My mother and I 

stayed there for 1.5 years, just the two of us. Our family had been 5 but 
everyone had moved to different places. 00 59 

 
00 59 My family members had moved all over the country before the war began… 

yes before the war began. 01 04 
 
01 04 My sister worked in Omsk. Before that she had lived in Leningrad. But then 

she was sent to work in Omsk. 01 16 
 
01 16 We got in touch with her. And then my mother and I went to Omsk. At first I 

worked in Omsk. Later on I was drafted to the military. 01 30 
 
01 30 We were sent to Chelyabinsk, to train to  become tankmen. There was a tank 

production in Chelyabinsk manufacturing IS-2 tanks. A tank weighed 46 tons 
and had a 122 mm gun. 01 44 

 
01 44 It was a very good tank. And so I started my training at Chelyabinsk tank 

school. My training was probably no longer than 6 months. I had only one 
chance to fire a gun. 01 59 
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01 59 No chance to practice driving a tank. That’s what my training was like. Before 

being sent to the front we were told “You’ll learn everything at the front line”. 
02 13 

 
02 13 I was a strong guy, that’s why I think I survived. First we went to the 

manufacturer to get the tanks. When I got there I saw a 22 tank column. 02 
33 

 
02 33 That number of tanks was enough for a tank regiment. We were given the 

tanks and went to the firing ground. That’s where I was given an opportunity 
to fire once. 02 43 

 
02 43 Also I was given an opportunity to practice driving a tank a little. When we 

came back from the firing ground we saw an echelon waiting for us. We 
started loading the tanks on the echelon. 02 54 

 
02 54 We started covering them with tarpaulin as the tanks were the latest model 

and were to be kept in secret. And so we went to the front line. When we 
reached our destination and unloaded the tanks Minsk had been captured. 03 
12 

 
03 12 Yes, Minsk had been captured when we unloaded the tanks. We needed a 

special platform to unload the tanks from the echelon. The platform was 
found and our 22 tanks were split into 2 columns, 11 tanks each column. 03 
29 

 
03 29 The locomotive was not powerful enough to pull the tanks uphill, just imagine 

each tank weighed 46 tons! The locomotive wasn’t powerful enough to pull us 
uphill. 03 40 

 
03 40 Afterwards they hooked us up to an FD locomotive (named after Felix 

Dzerzhinsky). And so it picked us up, tearing away the tarpaulin. That was 
how fast it rushed to the front line. 03 58 

 
03 58 I can’t say where exactly we got off the echelon. In any case it was in the 

vicinity of Brest. And so we started moving under our own power. 04 11 
 
04 11 Our first battle took place near Warsaw, yes Warsaw. You can’t imagine  how 

the Poles were meeting and greeting us! Entire Warsaw was in ruins. Not a 
single building was spared. 04 32 

 
04 32 After Warsaw we were redirected to Eastern Prussia, 2nd Belarusian Front.  
  General Rokossovsky was the 2nd Belarusian Front’s commander. While our 

troops were on the way to Berlin the 2nd Belarusian Front had to stay to 
complete the task. 04 53 

 
04 53 They waited for us to complete the task and to go to Berlin. However they 

couldn’t wait too long so they moved towards Berlin and captured it without 
our participation. 05 03 
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05 03 We were stationed north of Berlin. While in Germany we met with the 
Americans and what a meeting it was! We nearly had a fight. That’s how it 
was. When we went out of a forest we saw a mass of troops marching in the 
opposite direction towards us. 05 27 

 
05 27 We were commanded “Prepare for action!” We stood in line, charged our 

guns… suddenly we heard “As you were!” We were confused:  “What’s going 
on?” 05 40 

 
05 40 The guns were already charged, you can’t take the shell out! And so we met 

with the Americans and that was the end of the war. 05 48 
 
05 48 That was a real brotherhood. We started drinking and everything…And so the 

war was over. Afterwards the Americans retreated to their mandated 
territories. 06 03 

 
06 03 We stayed in the open, in the woods. We slept in tents. It was pretty warm in 

May. And we stayed in Germany for almost 2 years. Our soldiers were never 
assaulted or killed or even bothered. 06 31 

 
06 31 2 years later the high command decided to transfer us, as a second echelon, 

to Poland. While on our way to the destination our echelon was under fire at 
least on five occasions. 06 45 

 
06 45 Those were Bendera fighters that are active in Ukraine now, they are now 3rd 

generation Bendera fighters. 06 58 
 
06 58 I served in the army for 8 years: from ‘43 to ’51. I was drafted in the fall of 

’43. Fist I was sent for 1 year training to become a tankman; and then I  
received the tanks, and then I went to the front line and so on and so on. 
That was how long I served in the army. 07 16 

 
07 16 (Were there instances of any anti-Semitic abuse during the war?) No. We 

were 4 men in our tank: the mechanic, the gun commander, the loader and 
the tank commander. 07 32 

 
07 32 We were like a family. God forbid someone was offended, the rest would 

stand up for him with all their might: one for each other. 07 40 
 
07 40 We received our tank at the manufacturer’s. It was fully equipped. When I 

watch movies… tanks  are equipped with fuel reservoirs… what the hell are 
fuel reservoirs…when the gun fires the reservoirs fly I don’t know where. 08 
00 

 
08 00 That was the tank! Nothing on top: no splash guards, nothing! Everything was 

destroyed except for the armour. 08 10 
 
08 10 (What did you do after the war was over?) After the war was over? We went 

to school. We had had our drills for 8 year: the tactics, the discipline, the 
marching, etc. 08 30 
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08 30 I was demobilized in ’51. You asked me whether I suffered anti-Semitism… No 
I didn’t, I didn’t. There was no harassment of younger soldiers by older ones 
either. We lived in barracks. Those barracked had belonged to Vlasov’s army. 
08 57 

 
08 57 It was a 4-storey building, the barracks, 20 beds in each room. That’s how it 

was. As for Vlasov’s army…the washroom basins were state of the art. I asked 
why the sign “Wasser” was in German. 09 23 

 
09 23 “Wasser” means “water”. He told me that the Russian Volunteer Army had 

been stationed in that building. Yes, the Volunteer Army had been stationed 
there. 09 35 

 
09 35 That’s how my army service ended. (What was your most memorable 

experience?) Most memorable was when we were  launching an attack. We 
had triplexes. We looked through them. And when we saw Germans zeroing 
in their gun to fire at us, our hair stood on end. 09 59 

 
09 59 I’ll tell you the Germans were very skilled shooters. When they fired the very 

first shell used to hit the target. While we had to launch 2 or 4 shells before  
the target was hit. 10 10 

 
10 10   The Germans had a good training. Before being sent to the front… I read 

literature…  they had 40 hours of training: driving, shooting, everything. And 
only after the training they were sent to the front line. 10 24 

 
10 24 At the same time our soldiers only had 10 hours of training. What can you 

learn in 10 hours? And that’s it and you’re off to the front line. 10 32 
 
10 32 They manufactured more tanks than the number of trained soldiers. Take the 

Chelyabinsk manufacturer. They produced a regiment of IS tanks and a 
regiment of self-propelled artillery, with 152mm guns. 10 47 

 
10 47 Those were 152 mm gun self-propelled artillery. They produced lots of tanks. 

When we were driving knowing that the Germans were in front of us…When 
we were attacking the Germans… we just moved on and on…over trenches 
and ditches… they fled…11 07 

 
11 07 … a complete advantage… a complete advantage. And of course we learnt 

how to fight. 11 18 
 
11 18 (Do you meet with teenagers, youth? Do you tell them about the war?) Who? 

(Teenagers, youth, school boys and girls). Oh yes, oh yes. Well, opinions 
differ. Some say that it was the Soviet Army that bore the brunt of the 
burden. 11 43 

 
11 43 Others say the war wouldn’t have been won if not for the help and support [of 

the Allies], I don’t want to deny that. For sure the support and help was 
significant. 11 54 
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11 54 Take those Studebakers, Dodges and Willis vehicles. The support was 
tremendous. What was our equipment like? Just 1.5 ton trucks… poor 
equipment. 12 08 

 
12 08 Also ZIL-5 that we had back in ’41, the Katyusha rocket launcher trucks. 

That’s what our equipment was like. What were our tanks like? No 
comparison to the tanks that were involved in the Kursk battle. 12 26 

 
12 26 Complete advantage. The war was being won based on the number of people 

and equipment involved.  12 35 
 
12 35 When we were together with older-age soldiers…Older soldiers were better 

fighters than younger ones. The younger soldiers hadn’t had enough training, 
etc.12 50 

 
12 50 A lieutenant with a revolver in his hands used to stand up shouting “Follow 

me!” Of course he was killed right away. A sergeant or a corporal used to 
take over leading infantry battalion or platoon. 13 08 

 
13 08 What could he do with his revolver? He thought it was the Civil War cavalry! 

(What did you do before coming to Canada?) There’s something else I’d like 
to share with you. 13 29 

 
13 29 When we were stationed near Berlin, after being transferred to East Prussia… 

We rushed in our tanks to East Prussia, moving day and night. And how were 
we fuelled? 13 45 

 
13 45 One man stands on the tank. The other man pours fuel from a barrel into a 

bucket. He has to pass on the bucket to the other man. True there is a funnel, 
a big funnel [chuckles]. And you pour it into the funnel. 14 01 

 
14 01 It took us a night to pour the fuel into the tank. A tank had two gas vessels: 

one on the right side and the other on the left side. In the morning they 
command “Aboard!” while we had just finished pouring the fuel into our tanks 
[chuckling]. 14 15 

 
14 15 While the Germans fuelled their tanks the way they do it in our days. They 

just put their tanks under the dispenser, filled them up and here you go. They 
were well prepared for the war. 14 27 

 
14 27 While all we had had [at the beginning of the war] were horses. We won the 

war by mere miracle, yes we did. (Thank you) You are welcome. [background 
conversation, noise] 14 41 

 
18 54 End of interview 
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