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00 00 (Please begin) I am Lev Shneider. I was born in 1924 in town Slutsk, Minsk 

Region. My family, my parents and I, left there in ’37. We moved to city 
Kursk, Russia. 00 26 

 
00 26 There I went to school until ’41 when the war broke out. I completed grade 

9th. We evacuated to Chapaevsk District, Saratov Region where I completed 
grade 10. 00 43 

 
00 43 On June 30, which was my birthday, I was given the official call-up papers 

that I was being drafted to the army service. I was sent to town Volsk, 
Saratov Region to take a training program at aviation mechanics school. 01 
00 

 
01 00 The program was supposed to be 1 year long. But due to the critical situation 

in Stalingrad, our aviation mechanics school was transformed into detached 
training rifles battalion. 01 24 

 
01 24 We were given new uniforms and all of us 18 year old guys set off walking to 

Stalingrad. At first we walked, during the day time, with full pack: greatcoat 
rolls, gas masks, spades and the gun – everything. 01 42 

 
01 42 On approaching the front line we only walked in the night time because 

walking in the day time was dangerous due to the fire and shelling by the 
Germans. And so we reached the front line. After 3 attacks there remained 
only 28 of us. 02 02 

 
02 02 We were 20 soldiers and 8 officers. I mean those were the survivors. Of 

course there were lots of wounded and lots of killed. Well, to make it short, I 
was promoted to sergeant’s rank and sent to another unit. 02 26 

 
02 26 I got my baptism of fire in Stalingrad. I was wounded and frostbitten. I spend 

quite a while in a hospital… a long time. Afterwards I was sent to Chebarkul, 
Ural Region. 02 53 

 
02 53 You may have heard about it. There were army camps there. From there I 

was sent to the front to serve in 186 rifle regiment… or division, not quite 
sure. 03 10 

 
03 10 From there I was sent to second lieutenants’ school as I had a secondary 

education. I didn’t complete the program either. I was granted the rank of 
second lieutenant, rifle platoon commander. 03 29 

 
03 29 I was sent as a platoon commander. After a while I was called back to be sent 

to the front as a signal officer. I served as a signal officer in 1188 rifle 
regiment, 357 rifle division. The division commander’s name was Major 
General Kudryavtsev. 03 52 
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03 52 After that we served in the Baltic area. After I was granted the officer’s rank 
we served in the Baltic area. That’s where I served when the war ended. For 
some time we stayed in town Mittava in the Baltic area. 04 15 

 
04 15 We boarded the train and were off to the Japanese war. Our echelon reached 

Tashkent. And the war in Japan ended. Thereafter we were sent to town 
Kushka. 04 33 

 
04 33 Kushka was the southernmost point of the Soviet Union. I had served there 

for a year before demobilizing due to illness. That’s all. I lived in Kursk all the 
time. 04 50 

 
04 50 While in Kursk I went to school, got married; I have 3 children: 2 sons and a 

daughter. We left Kursk for Israel where I lived for 15 years. My daughter 
moved from Israel to Calgary. 05 15 

 
05 15 She sponsored my wife’s and my immigration to Canada. I lost my wife here. 

She passed away. Currently I live on my own. I am well provided for, no 
grudges. 05 32 

 
05 32 I like it here in Canada very much. I am treated very well here. I am going to 

spend the rest of my life here in Canada. (As a Jew were you mistreated 
during the war?) 05 53 

 
05 53 No, I have never been mistreated during the war, after the war or currently. 

The only thing is: the situation is not quite clear. As a WWII veteran I don’t 
see any encouragement here, see? 06 16 

 
06 16 The thing is. I am receiving a Russian pension. Currently, after my having 

lived here for 10 years, they started showing interest in the amount of my 
Russian pension, the Canadian authorities having nothing to do with this 
pension. 06 46 

 
06 46  I don’t know how the issue is going to be settled. But we’ll live and see. I 

hope everything will be all right. What matters most is good health. My 
daughter and son-in-law are here. 07 07 

 
07 07 They sponsored our immigration to Canada. My wife passed away some time 

ago. I am on my own currently. (Did you share your experience with the 
youth after the war or here in Canada?) No, I didn’t. 07 22 

 
07 22 No, I didn’t. I just lived my life. No, I didn’t. I wasn’t invited. A book was 

compiled here about WWII veterans. I wasn’t interviewed or invited. Nothing. 
I don’t have any grudge. (Thank you very much). 07 58 

 
07 58 End of file 
End of interview 
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