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English interview.    
 
00 00 Noah: My name is Noah (Norman) Shneidman. I was born September the 

24th, 1924 in the city of Vilno which was at that time Poland. Currently it’s 
called Vilnius, Lithuania. 00 21 

 
00 21 I was never more than a simple soldier, private. I was the first year in a 

partisan unit under Nazi occupation. And the second year I was initially in a 
reconnaissance unit which was attached to a regiment at the front line. 00 51 

 
00 51 Then by accident I was transferred into a Cavalry Corps and I was put into a 

battalion which was attached to the Cavalry Corps, a battalion to the tank 
battalion. 01 13 

 
01 13 And  by chance sometimes late in ’44 I was transferred into a reconnaissance 

unit of the Cavalry Corps and counter reconnaissance and that’s where I was 
till the end of the war. 01 31 

 
01 31 Until my demobilization from the army 2 years after the war. I still served in 

the army till ’47. (What was a Cavalry Corps?) Cavalry Corps is just like 
infantry but only with horses. 01 48 

 
01 48 So it was a corps which could move faster than the infantry moved. But 

otherwise it’s all the same because the horses were kept behind and the 
soldiers were moved to the front. 02 04 

 
02 04 And attached tank battalions, mechanized battalions were attached just like 

they were attached to infantry divisions. So it was more something like 
historical because the revolutionary Soviet Army had a tradition of horses, of 
cavalry. 02 30 

 
02 30 It was under Budenny, if you heard of him. He was a Soviet marshal famous 

for leading the Soviet cavalry in the revolution and after the revolution. So 
this corps was a famous corps. 02 48 

 
02 48 Well known until today probably if it’s still in existence. The head of the corps 

was general Oslikovsky. The one which I mentioned Budenny was the leader 
of the cavalry during the revolution. So it’s in his tradition (inaudible). 03 10 

 
03 10 (Interviewer) Well if you want a detail, I was brought to the front line from a 

partisan unit after we were liberated. I was attached to the infantry 
regimental reconnaissance unit. 03 31 

 
03 31 That was a unit which was assigned a task crossing the front line and bringing 

a German across the line. I was in that unit for a month until one day a senior 
officer came to the front line, lined up our detachment and other detachment 
and he asked who had senior secondary education. 04 02 

 
04 02 There were 2 people with secondary education. I was one among them. So he 

told us to step out and to go with him. He took us to the HQs of the army, 
some 20 km away. 04 17 
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04 17 And next day I was invited for an interview. What I learnt later that was a 
SMERSH officer. If you heard SMERSH was in Russian смерть шпионам. That 
was the counterintelligence department. 04 35 

 
04 35 Security department just like in civilian life was the KGB, in the army was the 

SMERSH. He interrogated me and he asked me where I was until I get to the 
front line. I take out a certificate that I was in a partisan unit. 04 55 

 
04 55 And I had a medal for being a partisan. He wasn’t impressed by that and he 

asked me how I survived Nazi occupation. So I tell that I run away from the 
ghetto and I went to the forest. 05 13 

 
05 13 And that’s how I survived. Well that wasn’t good enough. He had his doubts. 

And since I was under Nazi occupation I was a potential spy or whatever. And 
not myself and not the other one who was also a former partisan. 05 33 

 
05 33 We both were sent back to our front detachment. And initially we were invited 

because they wanted to send 2 soldiers to an officer school. So in other words 
we weren’t of the appropriate caliber to become Soviet officers. 05 57 

 
05 57 So we went back to our detachment. And in the 3 days that we were away, 

our division of which I was a part was transferred to Hungary.  We were 
walking around we didn’t know what to do with the other fellow. 06 15 

 
06 15 So we went to the head, the commander of the city and we asked him what 

we should do. He said ok, stay overnight and they will solve something. Next 
day the cavalry division was passing the city, they were transferred from the 
3rd Belarusian Front to the 2nd Belarusian front. 06 38 

 
06 38 So we are standing and waiting. The commander comes out and an officer 

“You need soldiers?” The officer laughs “Who doesn’t need soldiers!” It’s the 
war, people are being killed (chuckles). 06 50 

 
06 50 He says “Go with the officer”. We went with them. And that officer was a 

member of a battalion attached to the cavalry division. And we went with 
them to Poland from we were initially on the border of Lithuania and 
Germany, East Prussia. 07 15 

 
07 15 And our detachment was the first detachment that entered the German soil. 

So we had all in our soldiers booklets who had a statement and order by 
Stalin to express thanks to all those who were the first to enter German land. 
07 40 

 
07 40 And by the way when I was getting out from the Soviet Union I was going to 

Poland because I was Polish born. They didn’t take away my medals, my 
orders but they took away the booklet with Stalin’s order. (chuckling) 07 55 

 
07 55 So I don’t have the booklet. I had a booklet I took it with me, they touched 

nothing but that they took away. (Why did they take that away?) I don’t 
know. Maybe because… they have their secrecy rules, you know…08 11 
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08 11 The people who were checking us at the border were KGB people. (So you 
entered on a horse, as a cavalry?) No, at that time I was still in the infantry. 
(Ok). I was… initially I was in an infantry squad, a reconnaissance infantry 
squad. 08 30 

 
08 30 And we were going to bring… as a matter of fact… before we left the 

detachment allegedly to go to officer school, we brought a live German into 
our HQs, you know. 08 49 

 
08 49 We were going every night but it was almost impossible to bring somebody. 

Reconnaissance squad we are in the day, we are in the night for a week or 10 
days we are watching the area… 09 08 

 
09 08 … where we intend to go. And we tried to determine what movements are 

there in the German ditches, you know trenches. And then we decide well the 
officers decide what direction we go. 09 32 

 
09 32 And then if we go we bring in the engineering reconnaissance. And they go 

first, they clear the passage from mines and they stay and wait by the way 
we pass through the passage which they cleared for us… 09 53 

 
09 53 and then we go there, we try to shock a German, hit him whatever there 

were different ways and to drag him alive across the nobody’s ... no one’s 
land and bring him back to our side. 10 12 

 
10 12 (Interviewer) Well we hit them… (tell me what happened?) We investigated 

initially that part. And we knew that there is a point with a machine gun. And 
we knew that machine gunners who stand up for 12 hours in the night fall 
asleep. 10 36 

 
10 36 We didn’t know if he’s asleep or not asleep. But in our unit I was the smallest 

one. I was taken to the unit because I knew German. That was my 
contribution. 10 53 

 
10 53 The other guys were 6 feet, they were very strong. They were very 

experienced in doing what they were doing. Sergeants, major sergeants, 
soldiers. 11 06 

 
11 06 And we’d come in from different side to that point, the guy from behind would 

give him… hit him over his head with something and then, we’d right away 
cover his mouth, that he shouldn’t be able to scream, that he shouldn’t do 
anything… 11 23 

 
11 23 And we would start dragging him. We would be usual 6-7 people, so 2 would 

drag him, 2 would stay behind and wait maybe the Germans would come and 
discover that someone is missing. 11 38 

 
11 38 That we could start fighting with them. And little by little we would crawl over 

no one’s land in the direction where the 2 reconnaissance engineering soldiers 
were staying and would come to our part. 11 55 
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11 55 But I was there for a month, we were going every second or third night 
trying, couldn’t do anything. We’d always be discovered in the middle of no 
one’s land.  And shooting would start. 12 11 

 
12 11f That’s it, you have to go back. And then next time we have to reconnaissance 

for a week again to find another spot because that spot is already uncovered. 
And another little interesting thing. 12 26 

 
12 26 Soldiers at the front didn’t have any cask, didn’t have any helmet. Most of 

them they lost them, they didn’t want to carry them and they didn’t believe 
that they protect them. 12 38 

 
12 38 But there was engineering guy who was opening the mine passage for us, he 

always wore a cask. And then he had a stick that he would determine where 
the mines are with a stick and then he would come nearer and he would try 
to open it up. 12 57 

 
12 57 But he carried the stick in his left hand. So we would ask him later “Are you 

left handed?” “No, he says, I’m normal” “So why do you carry the stick in the 
left hand?” He said “If it should cut down my hand it’s be the left hand”. 13 
14 

 
13 14 That’s the story of what we had to live with in the reconnaissance unit. He 

was drowsing near his machine gun in the German trenches facing our 
trenches, no one’s land. 13 32 

 
13 32 And we knew that there’s a machine gun point and we knew that at machine 

gun point there’s 1 or 2 people all the time. When we came in he was one. All 
happened within seconds. 13 46 

 
13 46 It was all planned out. We knew what we were going to do and who’s 

responsible for what. The strong guys came from the back and hit him over 
his head. 13 57 

 
13 57 He passed out for a while. By the time he came to he was already dragged 

over no one’s land. And they didn’t detect that he was gone, the Germans. 
When they detected that the machine gunner is gone we were already in the 
Soviet trenches. 14 17 

 
14 17 And they started to shoot and there was an artillery fire all that, but it’s too 

late. (Where was this?) It was on the border between Lithuania and West 
Prussia. 14 29 

 
14 29 They needed to bring him alive. We had to bring alive German in order that 

he should be interrogated by the Soviet security. And they could torture him, 
I don’t know what they did to him, that was not our business.  14 45 

 
14 45 But they wanted to find out what detachments are there, whether new 

detachments coming and what armament they have, how many people there 
are. You see that’s for the management, for the leadership. They should know 
how to conduct the warfare. 15 04 
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15 04 And that’s why they wanted  a live… it was called “a tongue”, he should talk. 
So if we bring a dead German it was good for nothing. (chuckles) We couldn’t 
help much. I felt very good of course. It’s a big accomplishment. 15 22 

 
15 22 And you see after that we everybody received 100 g vodka and all that you 

know, it was appreciated. It was a difficult job. At that time it didn’t come to 
my mind, it was none of  my business. 15 38 

 
15 38 An objective was to have a “Tongue” that he should talk. If we would kill him 

what good that would be. (Inaudible)that was in the infantry. (Tell me 
about…) That was in the infantry. 15 58 

 
15 58 From this infantry detachment they wanted to send me to an officer school. 

But then the SMERSH, the KGB guy decided that I and the other partisan are 
not appropriate candidates to serve as Soviet officers. 16 17 

 
16 17 Because there’s always a potential that we are German spies. Nothing, I told 

them I’m Jew they would kill me…They didn’t listen to anything. The other 
guy wasn’t Jewish, he was Belarusian, they didn’t take him either. 16 33 

 
16 33 And he got to the cavalry detachment together with me. So sheer chance, 

you see, at war everything is chance. And that we’re alive, that I’m alive 
today is a sheer chance.  16 48 

 
16 48 If somebody comes and tells you that he survived because he was a hero 

don’t believe him because the real heroes are dead. People who at the right 
time the right place and they were lucky those survive. 17 04 

 
17 04 And since there are much less now survivors of WWII there are more heroes. 

Because nobody knows who they were and where they are. But if you begin 
to talk to them… find out, yes, they were lucky and that’s why they survived. 
17 20 

 
17 20 Because the Holocaust and the war  were affairs of such magnitude it was like 

a tsunami, a major tsunami that nobody knows where to run and what to do 
and how to survive. 17 36 

 
17 36 It was all a matter of good luck. Of course some skills were important, some 

bravery was helpful. Because if you’re a coward, you’d be the first to go, you 
know. 17 50 

 
17 50 Because you’ll try to protect yourself too much and  that… those who protect 

themselves more are the first to go. So it’s not that simple but it is a 
complicated situation and I remember from my youth when the Germans 
came to occupy the city where I lived, Vilno, and I looked at my parents… I 
was a teenager…18 17 

 
18 17 And I looked at our relatives, our colleagues and I see all smart people, good 

businessmen, all in their 40s and 50s, nobody knew what to do. Nobody could 
give an answer, a decision of how to act or where to go, how to hide and how 
to survive. 18 43 
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18 43 Why? Because they were never trained to make decisions in which there was 
only one choice: life or death. It is the extreme decision in life and they 
weren’t prepared for that. 19 00 

 
19 00 They were prepared to minute, to little things. In their daily life… because our 

daily lives are composed of little things. While there was a question: life or 
death. 19 11 

 
19 11 You go left you’re alive, you’re go right you’re dead. I didn’t have any training 

with horses. My grandfather lived in a countryside but he never put me on a 
horse. And I’ll tell you the horses which I used initially I felt sorry for them. 
19 31 

 
19 31 because if you don’t know how to ride a horse well you can ruin the horse’s 

back. Because you don’t lift yourself at the right step with the horse together. 
So I had a hard time. 19 49 

 
19 49 I had a hard time because the horse had a hard time and I had a hard time 

because between my legs and the behind was hurting. But little by little you 
learn the hard way. There were many soldiers who knew how to ride horses. 
They were in cavalry professionally. 20 06 

 
20 06 And I would ask them little by little, they would laugh at me how did I get to 

be a horse rider if I never saw a horse. But you see since I was attached to 
a… to a tank battalion and later I was in the reconnaissance, we at the 
reconnaissance, counter reconnaissance department we were with horses but 
we didn’t have to 20 35 

 
20 35 …to use them, I was riding with the deputy head of the department, and he 

had a Willis, an American car and I was next to him with a machine gun. 
(chuckles). So my experience with horses wasn’t very long, but it was not an 
easy experience (chuckles). 20 53 

 
20 53 (Interviewer) The soldiers on the horses were turning into infantry fighters. 

They were running behind the tanks and they were like a dessant, a tank 
dessant. And the horses were kept behind. 21 14 

 
21 14 They weren’t going forward with the horses to fight with the Germans. That 

was not the revolutionary war where everyone was with horses. The cavalry 
was… I think it was traditionally Soviet military way…21 35 

 
21 35 But during the WWII the horses were only for decoration and for help. When 

the infantry had to move we could move much faster. You see the tanks 
would go fast and the infantry would be on horses actually. 21 51 

 
21 51 While the infantry would have to walk or have trucks or whatever, it was 

much more difficult to throw detachments from 50 km apart you know. With 
horses it was easier. But then they would disembark and they would be on 
foot. 22 11 

 
22 11   I didn’t see much horses in the battle. (So it was basically a motor 

transportation?) Yes, it was a motor transportation and a traditional way you 
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know of fighting and impressing, maybe put a pressure on enemy in a 
way…22 32 

 
22 32 But I don’t think cavalry could accomplish much in WWII. Well I was 

participating in the attack of cut off East Prussia. That’s where they 
transferred us from the west of East Prussia… from the east of East Prussia to 
the south. 22 58 

 
22 58 And then we cut off all east Prussia and we came out near Danzig. And we’ve 

taken Konigsberg, the capital of East Prussia. And everybody who participated 
in that battle has been awarded the medal for taking Konigsberg. 23 17 

 
23 17 And they were pretty tough fights over there, pretty tough fights. Tanks were 

going and we were in the infantry without the horses, horses were 
somewhere in the back. 23 33 

 
23 33 So we were supporting, we were behind the tanks. Initially we were riding on 

the tanks before the attack. But then when the position would come to face 
us would come down and we would run behind the tanks and we would try to 
get through, but with the tanks when the opportunity was already there and 
to get to the trenches, the German trenches and take it over. 23 59 

 
23 59 But of course if the tanks didn’t do the job and the artillery, we could do 

nothing. It is the artillery which was behind and was bombarding over the 
tanks and then the tanks were coming in and were also bombarding and then 
the soldiers were in between. 24 19 

 
24 19 And after that battle my direct combat experience was over because we 

stopped over there and we stayed in Poland for a while before their south. 
And the Polish people…some soldiers didn’t treat well the local population. 24 
46 

 
24 46 Because for them Poles and Germans were the same, they didn’t know the 

difference. And at that time in the Soviet Army more than half of them were 
already people from the national republics. 24 50 

 
24 59 like the Uzbeks, Turkmens, you know from Central Asia or from Georgia, and 

they didn’t understand Russian well. So they were abusing the local 
population and the local population found out that I speak Polish they would 
come to me to complain 25 18 

 
25 18 …it became suspicious. They called me to the counterintelligence department. 

And I had an interview with the deputy head of the corps, he was a colonel 
and he asked me “how do you know some of the language, you couldn’t go to 
University, too young for that”. 25 42 

 
25 42 I said “I grew up to understand with all those languages. We talked Polish, we 

talked Russian, we talked Yiddish, Hebrew, Lithuanian, whatever you want. 
And I showed them the certificate from my partisan detachment. He gave it 
back to me. 26 03 
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26 03 but he made a note and I felt that for several weeks I was watched. They 
observed me what I’m doing. And after that he called me in his department 
again and he said “you’ll work for me”. 26 21 

 
26 21 And since then it was already I would say ‘45 maybe February till the end of 

the war in May I was in the counterintelligence department. What I was doing 
I was riding with the head of the department and whatever they were doing I 
don’t know… 26 46 

 
26 46 I was already with machine gun and I was like a security man but at the 

same time I was an interpreter because I knew German, I knew Polish and I 
knew Lithuanian. 27 00 

 
27 00 And I could even understand some English because at my secondary school  

which I attended before the war English was a foreign language. But at 
secondary school you don’t learn much. Nobody knows anything so what I 
knew was something. 27 20 

 
27 20 I got some dictionaries in Germany. And what I was doing mainly I was 

interrogating prisoners and Germans and others and Soviet war prisoners and 
I would read the maps because the Soviets didn’t have their own maps yet for 
those areas. 27 44 

 
27 44 And the maps are called the millimeter maps, they were very detailed, very 

small, it was only for officers. So we got the maps from the Germans. We 
would take a German prisoner and would take away his maps. 28 00 

 
28 00 but they couldn’t read them. So I was reading, giving it to our officers and 

they would go to the commander and they would tell them what to do. So I 
served the useful purpose in the army. 28 16 

 
28 16 And with them I was till the end of the war. And May the 3rd or the 4th the 

colonel that I was with him all the time he said “let’s go to Berlin”. Berlin was 
already taken but we didn’t reach the Elba. So I was in Berlin, in the outskirts 
of Berlin early in May. 28 38 

 
28 38 And then we reached the Elba river and there we had encounters with British 

and American, American soldiers. (What was that like?) It was quite 
interesting. It was quite interesting but it was always the communication 
deficit. 29 01 

 
29 01 I have a picture of a meeting of Soviet soldiers and I think I don’t know 

whether they are American of British. I think they were British. I took the 
picture. And on that picture the Soviets have put on the American casks. 29 
25 

 
29 25 And the Americans have put on the Soviet cavalry “papakhas” as they are 

called. And they were sitting together. If you want to see it I can (shows the 
picture) 29 39 
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29 39 You see the difference between us and them was… (b/g conversation). The 
difference between the Americans and the British who came to visit us was 
and ourselves we weren’t permitted to cross the river on our own. 30 02 

 
30 02 it’s only if an officer went, a highly placed officer with permission to go and 

they took me along with them I could go. But if I go by myself I am dead the 
next day because I would be a deserter. 30 18 

 
30 18 They didn’t permit any soldier, they were afraid probably they should desert 

or whatever I don’t know. And they came… this picture was on our side. It 
was in the German little town which was called Lensen, I remember like 
today. 30 37 

 
30 37 So they were also curious to see the Soviet soldiers they were crossing but 

they could cross nobody would stop them you know. So they were coming, 
they were drinking vodka they would have some fun. 30 50 

 
30 50 We couldn’t go across the river by ourselves. (Interviewer) In intelligence I 

was doing… mainly assisting the top officers, going with them as an 
interpreter for German and some English and other languages and I was 
reading the documents which were taken from the Germans and I was 
translating them into Russian. 31 22 

 
31 22 So I was doing more interpret, translation and traveling with the intelligence 

officers before the army would move in certain areas and to give them 
directions. 31 39 

 
31 39 (Interviewer). As far as I am concerned by that time the war was already 

won. There was no question. There were such incidents… there were the 
tragic incidents… the soldiers… the Soviet soldiers were becoming completely 
carried away. 31 58 

 
31 58 And they were forgetting to protect themselves, they were still at war, there 

may be hidden enemies. And many Soviet soldiers who perished in those 
days. So you have to be… you had to be rather very careful. 32 14 

 
32 14 I wouldn’t say that the Soviets weren’t very careful. I’ll tell you one incident. 

They wanted to celebrate the V day. And there was not enough vodka. So 
they discovered somewhere a big cistern you know with a…and it was wood 
alcohol there. 32 36 

 
32 36 But they didn’t know. And they got it all the some people drowned in the 

cistern.  They were trying to get down and to gather vodka because vodka 
was on the bottom of the cistern. 32 48 

 
32 48 They couldn’t get out from the steam and became drunk and they fell in.  And 

by the time they cut in the cistern they were already dead. So they had a 
sweet death. 33 02 

 
33 02 to become drowned in the alcohol. And the soldiers were laughing, their 

parents will receive a note that their sons perished heroically. Those were 
such incidents. 33 15 
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33 15 There were many other incidents, catching hiding Germans, soldiers, officers. 

One instance. We were staying in Lensen. He come  one day to call me 
“Officers let’s go”. 33 33 

 
33 33 I go. We come up at a… at a top level of a house, where the roof, you know 

under the roof, we come in and we see a whole family, a whole family like a 
husband, a wife and a mother and 3 children they are all hanging. 33 56 

 
33 56 Under the roof. And the old man brought the officers there. And he tells a 

story. They decided all commit suicide because they were afraid of the 
Soviets. 34 10 

 
34 10 So he helped everybody to hang oneself but he didn’t have the guts to hang 

himself. And he survived and I remember like today  all they were hanging, 
the whole family. 34 28 

 
34 28 So they were pretty terrorized, pretty terrorized. They were afraid of the 

Soviets. They weren’t afraid of the Americans. But of the Soviets they were 
afraid. 34 39 

 
34 30 (Interviewer) In the partisan there was. But not all over and not always. I 

wouldn’t say that I felt it personally myself. But there were different kinds of 
partisans. 34 56 

 
34 56 There were partisans who were like military units. And there were… there was 

a Jewish partisan detachment in the area where I went to the forest. I was 
150 miles from my city. 35 11 

 
35 11 And this detachment was attached to a big partisan brigade. And there were 

many Jews there. But there were also not detachments but camps, Jewish 
camps of people who were not partisans, but they were simply escapees, 
refugees. 35 28 

 
35 28 And they were trying to place themselves not far from the partisans because 

the Germans wouldn’t go there unless there is a blockade. A blockade means 
that the Germans surround the area where the partisans are and they chase. 
35 45 

 
35 45 The forest and the swamps and all that, they would try to kill everybody and 

to chase out everybody. So they were the family camps, they are 
unprotected. 35 55 

 
35 55 They (inaudible) the partisans who belonged to a partisan detachment there 

were some anti-Semitic instances where some anti-Semite would expose 
Jewish guys to unnecessary danger and so on. 36 15 

 
36 15 But it was not too prevalent. Initially I was accepted to the Jewish 

detachment. I was in the Jewish detachment for several months. Then one 
day we were sent for some task, to bring some food, to bring hay for the 
horses you know. 36 42 
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36 42 It was not a dangerous task but still it’s always everything is dangerous the 
moment you’re out of your base. But we were 3 kids, 3 Jewish kids, we come 
back to the base, our detachment is gone. 37 00 

 
37 00 Nobody there, it’s empty, completely. We don’t know what to do. We walk 

around, we walk around…and then we learnt that not far from our 
detachment there was a special detachment. 37 18 

 
37 18 A special detachment is a Soviet detachment a menace of which are mostly 

parachutists and Soviet officers or students of institutes of physical culture 
that means top sportsmen. 37 36 

 
37 36 Who can better fight in difficult conditions. And we came across one fellow 

who looked like Jewish, he was very well dressed with a nice automatic gun 
you know and you judge a partisan by what weapons he has. 37 57 

 
37 57 The better the gun the more important he is and the better detachment he 

belongs to. So anyway we go with him, we begin to talk to him “who are you, 
where are you?” So he says “I am from a little town not far from this area”. 
But what unit he belong, he says “I belong to the special unit. 38 21 

 
38 21 which is here. We’re 10 people that’s it”. And they had a radio installation, a 

connection with Moscow, they couldn’t have connection with their HQs, but 
they had connection with Moscow. 38 36 

 
38 36 And they would radio to Moscow  and Moscow would give the information to 

the HQs of the detachment. So I say “maybe you can help… the blockade, 
how do we get out?”. He say “I’m a little (inaudible) I can talk to my 
commander”. 38 53 

 
38 53 The commander came over. He looked at us. He sees 3 young guys, he’s a 

Russian fellow you know, well dressed, well armed. He looked, he was 
thinking and then he says “You want to go with us? If we’ll go through, you’ll 
go through”. 39 15 

 
39 15 If we don’t go through, we’ll perish together” We go with them. We waiting 

for several days, we got all together some 10 people with them, one women 
she was a radio operator. 39 30 

 
39 30 And they brought up a little boy, maybe 7-8 years old who was the son of a 

guy who watched for them, he was like an informer, he was activist, he 
worked for the Soviets. 39 46 

 
39 46 And that boy led us for 3 nights through the German chain. He would spy out 

where there are no Germans or where they are asleep…and we would come 
through the blockade. 40 02 

 
40 02 and we were free. And we were free, we went with them to East Belarus 

where the HQs of the detachment was. And it’s again the other 2 advanced to 
a military brigade, myself stayed with them till liberation. 40 25 
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40 25 They kept me because again they needed my languages (chuckles) and 
because I was a sportsman and others were sportsmen too, many of them. 
And I was with them some 9 months probably, almost a year. 40 41 

 
40 41 And that was my good luck to be with them. You can be killed anyway but at 

least it was a nice detachment, there was no anti-Semitism, no problem. But 
the little boy was not Jewish. 40 54 

 
40 54 The little Jewish [meaning boy] was a peasant’s son. The partisan that we 

talked to him first, that we recognized that he was Jewish, he was Jewish. 
They… they existed. That detachment, the Jewish detachment was later 
deformed, it was disbanded and it was turned into a first cavalry Komsomol 
detachment they call it. 41 22 

 
41 22    And they mixed up Jews and non-Jews. Under the pretext that there were 

no… the Soviet army is an internationalist detachment not a nationalist 
detachment, and there was a Polish detachment, so they disbanded the Polish 
detachment too. 41 41 

 
41 41 And they disbanded the Jews, they didn’t want international detachment. 

(Interviewer) The Belsky family? (Yes. Did you meet them at all?). No. They 
were probably some 500 km away. 41 53 

 
41 53 (Interviewer: did you hear of them at all?) I heard of them, yes. And I saw 

the movie and I read some of the stuff about them.  They were… they were in 
Russian we would say боевая бригада (a combat brigade). 42 07 

 
42 07 A fighting brigade, not an intelligence brigade. They were brave people. You 

have to give them a lot of credit. In the movie it was a little bit too much you 
know. 42 23 

 
42 23 But the main facts… the movie is based on true facts. But the way the showed 

it is a little bit romanticized I would say. It’s not… it didn’t work like that in 
partisan units. (interviewer) 42 45 

 
42 45 No, no, he took us with the 10 Russian guys with the guys of the detachment  

that took us. Why did they take us? They gave us to carry their explosives 
that they had. 42 58 

 
42 58 And all the extra arms that they had. They had a whole base not far from the 

Jewish detachment. And they needed people, usually they would take a 
carriage and they would take horses and they would carry. 43 15 

 
43 15 But otherwise on foot you have to carry and they couldn’t do it (inaudible) 

they had an interest in having somebody to help them to do it you know. 
They did us a favour and we did them a favour. 43 29  

 
43 29 Without them I don’t know would I survive or not. (So you got through the 

blockade) The little boy was leading the head of this little detachment.  We 
were 10 people (inaudible) and the little boy. 43 46 
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43 46 And the first one was the Russian guy I remember Kolka Semenov like today. 
2 months later he was killed, it was a real tragedy. But he was first, he knew 
all the ways and the roads. 44 01 

 
44 01 I’ll tell you, you have to qualify the question whether I knew people who had 

the Order of the Hero of the Soviet Union. That was the highest Soviet war 
order, medal. 44 19 

 
44 19 It was called the Hero of the Soviet Union, it was a golden star. I knew such 

heroes, whether they got the medal because they were really heroes or not I 
don’t know, I wasn’t there.  44 32 

 
44 32 But I knew some people who were heroic individuals. In a partisan 

detachment one Jewish fellow there was except for the one which (inaudible) 
was another one. 44 47 

 
44 47 He was a war prisoner in the German prison. And he ran away from the 

German prison. The Germans didn’t know probably that he was Jewish. And 
he was one of the bravest partisans. 45 02 

 
45 02 And he had more respect from everyone than other soldiers in the partisans. 

(And what did he do?) Whatever he would do, it was conducting a war 
enterprise, we were blowing up trains,  we were blowing up bridges, we were 
attacking German detachments… 45 25 

 
45 25 A woman that worked for us blew up the Governor General of Belarus in 

Minsk.  She (Inaudible)as a cleaning lady and she put in a bomb under the bed 
and blew up in the night. 45 42 

 
45 42 She worked for us. (Jewish?) No, she was a Belarusian woman. They wouldn’t 

take her to clean for the Governor General a Jewish woman you see. So we 
did many, we blew up many trains, we blew up many military installations we 
killed many Germans. 46 08 

 
46 08 There were many, many stories of that nature you know. That was a daily 

life. Every day we’d do something. Then you did something you get a week 
rest. 46 22 

 
46 22 So you rest, you can read (inaudible), listen to the radio.  And then again, 

going again, that’s it. We did what was necessary, but the detachment that I 
was later with which I went with them out from the… from the blockade, that 
was a special detachment. 46 47 

 
46 47 And they were real good fighters, most of them. (Interviewer) Oh yeah. 

(What was his name?) He was going under the name Zaitsev. But his real 
name was Zass. That was a Jewish name, but he changed it to Zaitsev 
because probably when he was in a German prison he didn’t want people 
should recognize, ever other Russians shouldn’t recognize he’s a Jew. 47 11 

 
47 11 So when they took him prisoner, he threw out all his documents and he 

became Zaitsev. He didn’t look like a Jew and that’s it. And he was going in 
our detachment like he was Zaitsev. 47 23 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



 Noah Shneidman            Duration: 47:30                    Russian Vets, Interview date Mar11/2011 
 

  14 
 

 
47 23 But everyone knew that he was Zass, he was a Jew from Odessa. Heroic 

fellow, heroic fellow, 47 30 
 
47 30  End of interview.  
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