
RG-90.133.0014  
Oral history interview with Mendel Zelcer 
Language: German with Spanish subtitles, some Spanish sentences.  
 
Born September 16, 1925, in Dombrowa / Dąbrowa Górnicza, Poland. He had two sisters. His 
father was a carpenter and had a factory, which closed in 1939. He lived in his hometown until 
1941.  
 
On June 20, 1941, he was arrested and taken to the Auenrode forced labor camp, in Silesia. He 
participated in the construction of roads in Brande, near Breslau. In the camp, he saw one of his 
neighbors, a man called Issrolik Brandes, who gave him a letter from his mother. He never saw 
him again.  
 
In the winter of 1942, he was taken to Markstaedt-Funfteichen forced labor camp, which 
belonged to Gross-Rosen concentration camp. He worked in a weapon factory belonging to the 
Krupp-Berta company until 1944.  
When the Russian armies took Poland, the Nazis went back to Germany and took all the 
prisoners of Markstaedt-Funfteichen to Flossenburg camp, in Bavaria. Mendel worked in a 
military aviation factory, Masserschmitt AG. One day, he and other prisoners were taken to 
Kirchham camp in Pocking Waldstadt, a small village in Bavaria, where there was an airport, and 
they were in charge of repairing the landing track of the airport. 
 
On April 31, 1945, he and another prisoner decided to escape from the camp, taking advantage 
that the Germans had left and there were only Hungarians guarding it. He and his friend 
escaped under the metallic fence and went to a village 2-3 km away, trying to find food. A 
farmer, which had French prisoners working for him from the camp, allowed them to go into his 
farm, have dinner and sleep at the farm. The following day, May 1, the farmer told them that 
the Americans were in the area. Mendel and his friend went back to the camp. In their way, a 
truck with SS members saw them but did not kill them. The Americans took all prisoners to a 
hospital in Rotthalmunster, next to Pocking. The prisoners had typhus and were treated for 21 
days. They all survived.  
 
Mendel went to the city of Pocking after he left the hospital and he was given a place to live. He 
was in Pocking a year and a half, working at the UNRRA. He wanted to go to Canada, where he 
had had an aunt and an uncle in Toronto. However, his future wife knew the address of some of 
her relatives in Buenos Aires and proposed him to marry her and go together to Argentina. It 
was 1947. He and his wife had a visa to Paraguay. They went first to Rio de Janeiro, where they 
stayed one month, and after that the Joint got them flight tickets to go to Asuncion, Paraguay. 
There, they both got visas to go to Argentina.  
 
He found a job as carpenter in a company. He became partner of the company and manager of 
one of the branches. The company later bought a bigger factory.  
 
He cannot remember anything before the war, not even his father’s face.  
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His two sisters also survived. They went to Brazil and had died at the time of the interview.  
 
He has two daughters, four grandchildren, seven greatgrandchildren.  
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