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Carl Weiler: Attributes the name Weiler [village] to decree by the king of Westphalia that 
Jews should adopt non-Jewish names; his grandfather changing his name to Wieler 
from surname Moses; being born in Frankfurt July 31, 1904, where he lived until age 
ten; moving in 1914 to Brachel* [Brake] in Westphalia; graduating high school in 1921; 
children celebrating early German victories in the First World War, then suffering as 
food became scarce; his father receiving the Iron Cross for service on the Russian front; 
at his father’s insistence, spending an unsuccessful year in Hamburg apprenticing in the 
grain and feed business; being directed to work in Breslau; studying law in Breslau; 
being appointed a judge in 1933 but being dismissed according to the Nuremberg laws; 
returning to Brachel as Nazi oppression worsened; his father being forced to sell his 
business; preparing to emigrate to the U.S. in 1936; moving to the U.S. in December 
1937. [N.B. Neither interviewee reports on the fate of their families.] 

Mina Weiler (mother’s name Clara Oppenheimer*, father Herman Kauffman*), provides 
names of maternal and paternal grandparents; born in Hainstadt, southern Germany in 
1916; her father dying in the war; moving at age six to her mother’s home of 
Gemmingen*; attending school in Munich until 1922; attending high school, the only girl; 
attending gymnasium in Munich; starting dental school in 1932, finishing in 1936 and 
not being permitted to practice; working as a dental assistant in Hannover; studying 
advanced dentistry in Switzerland on condition of not being allowed to remain there 
after completion; returning to Munich and applying to immigrate to the U.S.; arriving in 
the U.S. in June 1938 [end tape]. 

 

*As heard, spelled or transliterated 
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